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Words by the Chair

 

Dear Colleagues,

Our first meeting this month will
be a short but important one,
with several key points on the
agenda.

The committee will commence its
work on the Regulation on
European business statistics,
which has the ultimate aim of
providing more accurate and
timely data and statistics
concerning European
businesses, at a Union level.
ITRE will also start working on its
opinion on the next Multiannual
Financial Framework (MFF). The
MFF is a crucial budgetary
exercise with direct impact on
the programmes for which our
committee is responsible and is
therefore of utmost importance to
ITRE.

The committee will also vote on
four international Scientific and
Technological Cooperation
agreements which are necessary
for the Partnership on Research
and Innovation in the
Mediterranean Area (PRIMA),
adopted earlier this year, to
function effectively as of January
2018. We will also adopt our
opinion on a digital trade strategy
as well as a list of nominees to
the ACER Administrative Board,
based on which the Conference
of Presidents will take the final
decision at a later stage.

 

 

 

Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and the Council on European 
business statistics, amending Regulation (EC) no 184/2005 and repealing 10 legal 
acts in the field of business statistics

Consideration of draft report

Draftperson: Janusz Lewandowski

ITRE will hold an exchange of views on Mr Lewandowski´s (EPP) draft report on
"Business statistics". The rapporteur broadly welcomes the Commission's approach,
acknowledging that on many occasions, the European Parliament has repeatedly
stressed the need for more accurate and timely data and statistics at a Union level.
However, he seeks to improve the proposal by aligning it more with the purpose of REFIT:
making it simpler, less costly and more predictable. While acknowledging the need to
extend the coverage of the ESS to include certain services, the need for a flexible
approach within the framework to allow adaptations to methodological developments as
well as a timely response to the emerging needs of data-users, the rapporteur believes
that it is also necessary to ensure that extra costs and administrative burdens on
business, in particular SMEs, as well as Member States are limited to the minimum.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

• Deadline for tabling amendments: 30 November 2017
• Vote in ITRE: 21 February 2018
• Vote in Plenary: tbc

The next MFF: Preparing the Parliament’s position on the MFF post-2020

Consideration of opinion

Draftperson: Marian-Jean Marinescu

ITRE will commence its work on Mr. Marinescu´s (EPP) opinion on the next MFF:
Preparing the Parliament’s position on the MFF post-2020. By focusing on core issues
related to the future of the policy areas under ITRE remit, Mr. Marinescu highlights i.a. the
importance of completing the energy union, the digital single market, the capital markets
union and the European research area. He further asks for a dedicated investment
programme that facilitates the development of a comprehensive industrial strategy and
reiterates that financial instruments cannot replace grants in financing energy efficiency,
renewable energy, innovative technologies for conventional energy and R&I projects, as
only grants can maximise output on the ground.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

• Deadline for tabling amendments: 9 November 2017
• Vote in ITRE: 11 January 2018
• Vote in Plenary: tbc
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Finally, ITRE, together with the
Employment Committee
(EMPL), will take part in an
exchange of views on the
European Parliament pilot
project entitled "The Future of
Manufacturing in Europe". This
pilot project, conceived by the
European Parliament, is being
run by Eurofound and is
expected to deliver a much-
needed assessment of the
future of the EU manufacturing
industries.

Jerzy Buzek

 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY
DEPARTMENT A

:Recent publications

Study: The Potential of Electricity
Demand Response

At a glance: Policy Departments’
Monthly Highlights - July 2017

Briefing: Study in focus: Review of
EU-third country cooperation on
policies falling within the ITRE
domain in relation to Brexit

Study: Review of EU-third country
cooperation on policies falling
within the ITRE domain in relation
to Brexit

Study: Workshop: Facilitating
external trade via border
management

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

The Agency for the Cooperation
of Energy Regulators (ACER)

Households and businesses
benefit from falling EU energy
prices More

The Body of European
Regulators for Electronic
Communications (BEREC)

BEREC publishes study on Net
Neutrality regulation in Chile, India
and USA More

European Union Agency for
Network and Information
Security (ENISA)

ENISA Executive Director
delivered keynote speech at IT
conference More

Agreement for scientific and technological cooperation setting out the terms and
conditions for participation in the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the
Mediterranean Area (PRIMA)

Adoption of draft reports:
Arab Republic of  People's Democratic Republic of  Republic of Egypt, Algeria, Lebanon,
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Draftperson: Sofia Sakorafa

ITRE will vote on the consent to four international Scientific and Technological
Cooperation agreements (STCs) with third countries, namely: Algeria, Egypt, Jordan and
Lebanon. These agreements have been negotiated by the Commission following the
adoption of the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area
(PRIMA) in July 2017: a Public-to-Public partnership which involves the participation of
third countries. These STC agreements were necessary in order to allow Algeria, Egypt,
Jordan and Lebanon to participate in PRIMA, since they are not associated to Horizon
2020. The rapporteur, Ms. Sofia Sakorafa (GUE), who was also the ITRE rapporteur for
PRIMA, is in favour of Parliament giving its consent to these agreements as soon as
possible so as to allow for the proper implementation of PRIMA as of January 2018.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

• Vote in plenary: November II 2017

Towards a digital trade strategy

Adoption of draft opinion

Draftsperson: Reinhard Bütikofer

ITRE will vote on Mr Bütikofer's (Greens) opinion on the INTA own-initiative report
"Towards a Digital Trade Strategy". 62 amendments have been tabled and 10
compromises have been agreed upon.

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

• Vote in JURI: 22-23 November 2017
• Vote in plenary: 11 December 2017

Nominations to the ACER Administrative Board

According to Regulation (EC) No 713/2009 establishing the Agency for the Cooperation of
Energy Regulators (ACER), the European Parliament must appoint two full and two
alternate Members to the Agency's Administrative Board. Since the terms of office of one
full Member and one alternate Member will come to an end in January 2018, Parliament
will have to make new appointments to fill these vacancies. Therefore, the Committee will
adopt a list of eligible candidates, which will be transmitted to the Conference of
Presidents who will take the final decision.

European Electronic Communications Code - EECC: Adoption of negotiating
mandate and kick-off of interinstitutional negotiations

 Draftsperson: Pilar del Castillo Vera

Feedback from ongoing negotiations 

On 25 October the Plenary adopted the negotiating mandate to enter interinstitutional
negotiations on the basis of the report on the proposal for a directive establishing the
European Electronic Communications Code (Recast – del Castillo report) and on the
proposal for a Regulation on BEREC (Body of European Regulators for Electronic
Communications – Tošenovský report).

The interinstitutional negotiations started soon after with the first introductory trilogue
taking place on 25 October. This first trilogue laid down the framework for the negotiations
on the new legal framework for electronic communications, projected to extend until the
second quarter of 2018. The two Rapporteurs will brief on the outcome of the 1st trilogue
and on the proceedings and the way forward for this important file.
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European Global Navigation
Satellite System Gnss
Agency (GSA)

GNSS raw measurements set
to be a game changer More

 

Next ITRE meeting:
27-28 November 2017, Brussels

 

Joint EMPL/ITRE exchange of views on the European Parliament pilot project "The 
Future of Manufacturing in Europe"

The Future of Manufacturing in Europe is a EU Pilot Project, initially proposed by the
European Parliament and delegated by the European Commission to Eurofound, the EU
Agency for the improvement of living and working conditions. Eurofound will present some
mid-term findings of this research project at a joint EMPL – ITRE committee meeting on 6
November 2017. These findings include i.a. an assessment of the impact of new game-
changing technologies in manufacturing in Europe; the extent to which European firms
are relocating manufacturing activities to Europe with the newly established European Re-
shoring Monitor; mapping of existing industrial policy capacity in EU regions. Some
preliminary results of both a review of dual apprenticeship programmes and the
internationalisation of SMEs.

 

 

 

Clean energy financing: high-level conference

Parliament will hold a conference on financing clean energy whilst creating jobs and boosting economic growth. The event, which
is co-organised with the Commission, will focus on, amongst others, the Clean Energy Package, and specific areas of investment
in the energy transition. The conference will take place on 7 November 2017 with the participation of stakeholders and
institutional representatives including from the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, and the Committee on
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety.

EP news article, event programme and registration
Fact Sheets on energy policy - 5.7
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